A Study of the Economic Conditions in Rayalaseema.....150

workshops where in are forged the famous sabres in the
world, it is impossible to find anything to surpass the edge
that you get from Indian steel."82

THE CRAFT GUILDS - THEIR CORPORATE
ACTIVITIES :

The existence of the craft guilds in Vijayanagara
is attested by the evidence of Abdul Razaak, the earliest of
the foreign writers, who left behind him an account of the
guilds :" the each class of men belonging to each profession
has shops contiguous the one to the other."822

The craft guilds had been developed into a deciding
factor in the society and in the state politics. The
Vijayanagara rulers were the defenders of the traditions and
customs. They enforced strict rules for the maintenance of
Kuiadharma and Vritti dharma in accordance with dharma
Sastras. it is worth while to note that stories of legendary
origin of industrial communities were coined during this
period. The panchanamvaru traced their ancestors to the
five sons of Viswakarma - the first son of Manu worked on
iron* Maya on wood, third son Tvastra in brass, copper and
alloys, fourth son Siipi in stone and fifth son Visvajna was
a gold and silver smith and Jeweller,83 The Thogatas traced
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